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MtPleasant.Church

TRUNK OR TREAT
10.31.22 | 5:30 - 8PM

Trunk or Treat at MTP is always a great time! We will have
hotdogs and nachos for the community, a parking lot full
of folks handing out candy and sharing God's Unfailing
Love, a tent set up to hand out Bibles and Devotionals,
music, and hayrides!
This is all free to the entire community and we love to
see all the folks that come out.
If you would like to volunteer for Trunk or Treat - you can
register online at MTPLEASANT.CHURCH/EVENTS
Come on out and help us turn our community upside
down for Jesus!

SIGN UP
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Letter From the Pastor...

"THERE SEEMS TO BE A LOT OF CONFUSION"
For parents who see their children being misled and for followers of Christ who
wonder what God’s Word has to say about it… I pray this helps. Who would have
thought just a few decades ago that the question that would stump the world
would be, “what is a woman”.
Sadly, it seems that those who claim to stand on God’s Word as truth are now
stumped as well. Below are excerpts from an article I read this past week along
with some commentary from the preacher.
A member of the General Synod of the Church of England asked, “What is the Church of England’s definition of a woman?” In response,
Dr. Robert Innes, the Bishop in Europe, replied that “there is no official definition.”
He went on to add that although the meaning of the word woman was previously “thought to be self-evident… [that] additional care”
was now needed. Obviously, this answer was made in the context of trans rights and what defines a “woman”.
Yet it is nothing less than stunning that the response would be that there is no official definition. “Maya Forstater, executive director of
the Sex Matters campaign group, described the Bishop’s answer as ‘shocking,” saying that ‘the concepts of male and female did not
need to have a formal official definition [because] they are older than human life itself.’” She added that the Church of England should
have stuck with its long-established understanding, “which makes sense whether your starting point is biology or the Bible.”
She’s right, beginning with biology.
Biological science says that much of the nature of our sexual identities as male and female have to do with reproduction. Yes, there are
rare cases of someone being born “intersex,” meaning when a person is born with one or more atypical features in their sexual anatomy
or sex chromosomes. The medical term for intersex conditions is “differences or disorders of sex development” or DSD.
People with an intersex condition are statistically a small percentage of the population. But even within the small percentage who fall
into this category, 99.98% are still biologically male or female and the other .02% are anatomically both.
Males and females also have different levels of hormones that contribute to their given sex. For example, females have higher levels of
estrogen and males have higher levels of testosterone. This is what leads to the development of various secondary sex characteristics,
such as the development of breasts and wider hips in females and more muscle mass and facial hair in males.
Our sex is also formed on the genetic level. Specifically, the presence of a Y chromosome is what distinguishes males from females.
That we are sexually dimorphic – biologically male or biologically female – is simply an established, objective, scientific fact. Male and
female are categories of biological sex. We are, biologically, a race of men and a race of women. Biologically, there is no “in between”
and there is no third option. Our interpretations of sex and the way we view our sexed bodies may be socially constructed or personally
informed, but sex itself is not socially constructed.
P. 2

So much for biology. And the Bible?

Letter from the Pastor Continued

The first thing the Bible has to say about human sexuality is that there is human sexuality. It’s real. It’s hard-wired into our very creation and,
as a result, our identity (see Genesis 1:26-27). In the grand Creation narrative that starts off the entire biblical drama, we find three amazing
statements about who we are as human beings: We were made, in the image of God, as men and women. When God created human beings, He
deliberately made us a race of men and a race of women. Which means that sexuality isn’t just about what you do or how you feel, it is about
who you are and who you were made and meant to be. It’s not just about what a person does, but who a person is.
Being male and female is inextricably intertwined with being made in the image of God. Being made in the image of God means that we have
the ability to respond to and relate with the living God. We have a soul. And our body is essential to that image-bearing status. It’s all one thing.
We were made in the image of God and embodied as men and women with a soul. So, the most fundamental statement about human nature –
that we bear God’s image – highlights our embodied nature. We bear God’s image as male and female.
And being created male and female describes biological sex, not gender roles or gender identities. Right after saying we were created male and
female, we read a very biological statement: “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number’” (Genesis 1:28, NIV).
This is why whenever a man presents himself as a woman, or a woman presents herself as a man, it is unequivocally denounced. For example,
in the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy, it says: “A woman must not put on men’s clothing, and a man must not wear women’s clothing.
Anyone who does this is detestable in the sight of the Lord your God” (Deuteronomy 22:5, NLT). The reason it’s condemned is because it violates
the created order and the image of God being embodied through our biological sex.
This is also the tension between the Bible and homoerotic behavior: “Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin... [who] commit
adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality... none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God” (I Corinthians 6:9-10, NLT). Notice
that male prostitution is separated from homosexual behavior. The Greek word Paul used for a male prostitute primarily refers to men who act
like or identify as women. The reason for that denunciation was because it went against the creative intent of God making us males and
females. At every turn, pursuing a trans lifestyle is condemned because it reflects turning “against the natural way” (see Romans 1:26).
So here’s the essence of the biblical teaching: 1) We are created male and female as part of God’s plan and intent; 2) Being male and female is
rooted in biology—it is not something plastic, on a spectrum, to be determined by us, or based on gender identity or gender role; 3) We are a
race of males and females, and that is rooted in how we were made; and 4) To violate that – to dishonor that – is a great and grievous offense
to our creation and our Creator.
This is the foundation upon which we must engage current cultural conversations and debates. And make no mistake, there is a great divide
between biblical teaching and current cultural dispositions. Increasingly we see a dangerous and antiscientific trend toward the outright denial
of biological sex.
If male and female are merely arbitrary groupings, it follows that everyone, regardless of genetics or anatomy should be free to choose to
identify as male or female, or to reject sex entirely in favor of a new ‘gender identity’.
And their response to that as scientists?
“In humans, as in most animals or plants, an organism’s biological sex corresponds to one of two distinct types of reproductive anatomy.... In
humans, reproductive anatomy is unambiguously male or female at birth more than 99.98% of the time.... No third type of sex cell exists in
humans, and therefore there is no sex ‘spectrum’ or additional sexes beyond male and female. Sex is binary.”
All to say, in a healthy psychology, gender and sex are not something simply between our ears, but between our legs. Sexuality is not like a
favorite color; it is hardwired into our being and was meant to be.
So, in response to the Church of England and the demonic movement to end traditional marriage, sexual identity & women as we know them…
we most certainly do have an official definition. It was defined by God in Word and creation. We are going to proclaim that.
God is not a God of confusion. Do not be deceived.
- Pastor Chris
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MTP ELDER UPDATE | OCTOBER 2022

Shepherds Staff

The elders are fully immersed in annual reviews for our staff. The prayers for our staff and the
elders are greatly appreciated as we discuss accomplishments, struggles, and goals for 2023.
As a church body, we are entering into our nomination period for administrative council and elder.
These nominations are very important to the life of the church. Our administrative council functions
as the board of directors and manage the business and worldly affairs of the church in order to help
carry out the purpose of the church. The elders serve as the spiritual leaders of the church, which
includes managing and directing the spiritual affairs, spiritual growth, and spiritual direction of our
church and staff. Please prayerfully consider spiritually gifted members of our congregation for
these positions.
These responsibilities are important to your elders. Throughout this year, we have continued to
preview resource material for small groups and seek to find new ways for our congregation to grow
spiritually. We are excited about the five studies that are being offered for Family Night and feel like
all of these create solid foundations for spiritual growth.
As we plan enter the fourth quarter, we are planning an elder retreat to take place in November.
Our goal is to spend time in prayer, establish plans for spiritual development, explore opportunities
for growth, and evaluate the overall spiritual well-being of our church. Please be in prayer that we
honor God’s will with intention and purpose.

Feel free to reach out to us in person, via email or phone.
Elder:
Vince Brown
Steve Cranford
Joe Hayworth
Eric Hilton
Kevin Logan
Jay Payne
Daniel Rich
Bo Sink
Jon Sloan

Email:
bama14@northstate.net
secranford@gmail.com
hayworthjc@gmail.com
ehilton@northstate.net
kllogan61@hotmail.com
jpayne@jcgreenandsons.com
daniel@tntrans.com
bosink22@gmail.com
jonathans@cityofwsfire.org

Cell Phone:
336-963-4692
336-848-7645
336-687-4514
336-880-4926
336-399-8482
336-847-5889
336-688-4011
404-218-7092
336-848-2907
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YOUTH PARENT NEWSLETTER
WHAT'S HAPPENING
YOUTH GROUP

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd | 5:00 - 7:30P
"Youth" is our Sunday evening programming comprising games, a shared meal, music, message and
small group discussion time.

YOUTH BREAKFAST

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th | 7:00 - 7:30A
Every Wednesday morning, when Davidson County Schools have classes.
Students in 5th-12th grade come together for breakfast and devotion.

FAMILY NIGHT

5th, 12th, 19th, 26th | 5:30 - 7:30P

YOUTH PRAISE BAND

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd | 7:30 - 8:00P
"Youth" is our Sunday evening programming comprising games, a shared meal, music, message and
small group discussion time.

YOUTH BONFIRE

30th | 5:00 - 7:30P
Hotdogs, S'mores, and the pond. Join us at The Rich's house for a much colder night around the fire.

TRUNK OR TREAT
31st | 5:30 - 8:00P

P. 5

What we're learning...
We all want to live a good life, but what do
we really mean when we say the good
life? In this series, we'll learn how the Holy
Spirit helps us experience more of the life
we were created to live. During these five
weeks, we'll discover a version of life and a
way to do school that is better than we
ever could have imagined on our own.

WEEK ONE

WEEK FOUR

The Holy Spirit guides you to the good life.

Following the Spirit leads to experiencing the good life.

WEEK TWO

WEEK FIVE

John 10:10, Galatians 5:19-21,
Galatians 5:22-23a

Galatians 5:22-23, Galatians 5:25,
John 15:5
Stay in step with the Spirit and be transformed.

galatians 5:22-23, Galatians 5:25,
Galatians 2:20

Genesis 1:27a, Romans 8:5
The spirit helps you see the good in life.

WEEK THREE

Galatians 5:22-23a
If you want to live the good life, you have to
understand what the good life really is.
MEMORY VERSE

"But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness
and self-control. Against such things there is no law."
Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)

Morning Time
Start your teen's day off by letting them know
some area of their life you've seen growth and/or
maturity in them over the year.

Meal Time
At a meal this week, go around the table and have
each person describe how they would define "the
good life." Then, as a family, talk about the ideas
that are within reach (because there will be some
that far out there), and what you all are doing as a
family to have the good life you all want.

Their Time
When your teen wants to talk, pay attention to
your facial expression/reactions.

Their Time
Pick one of the fruit of the Spirit from Galatians
5:22-23, and pray that particular fruit would grow
in both your teenager’s life and yours.
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Join us for a time to connect with
other singles in our community.

Tim@MtPleasant.Church

COFFEE WITH STARBUCK - 4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH

Benevolence Committee
Mt. Pleasant is partnering with Cooperative Community Ministry (CCM) of Thomasville to gather items for their
Thanksgiving food drive. This will assist in helping to stock their shelves ahead of the holiday season. They have already
experienced a HUGE increase in clients coming by for food and financial assistance. As we get closer to Thanksgiving
and Christmas, CCM typically has even more clients/residents seeking assistance.
We will have paper bags with a shopping list stuck to the front available in the lobby in October (starting mid-month). We
would ask each of you to pray and consider picking up a bag, filling with food and bringing back no later than Sunday,
November 6th. The Benevolence Committee will then coordinate getting this much needed food to CCM of Thomasville.
We are aware there are many opportunities to serve at Mt. Pleasant to be the hands and feet of Jesus. We appreciate all
our congregation does to support our local community!
God bless you all - Benevolence Committee (Nicki Hilton, Barb Putnam, Wendy Harper, Melissa York & Jeanette Beck)

Mission Committee
The Each One Feed One Food Packing Event has been blessed this year with a donation of 10,000 meals.
*We will not be packing the meals at church, instead we will pack the meals at River Landing, in High Point, on Sunday,
October 23rd at 1pm.
*We will have lunch in the FLC at MTP, then leave to go to River Landing.
*Any donations made to this event, will go to the Food to Families Ministry and the CCM, in Thomasville. Sign up sheets
for this event will begin in October.
Please be in prayer for this event and hope you can join the Mission Committee in this blessing.
Thank you! Tina Grubbs
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MTP Women
The next meeting of the MTP Women will be Monday, September 26, at 6:30 pm. There will be a light meal provided by the
Fellowship Committee. At that meeting we will be doing a blessing box and will collect staple food items for the Cooperative
Community Ministry in Thomasville. Some items they need are: macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, peanut butter, breakfast
items, rice, soup, deodorant, toothpaste and toothbrush, shampoo, soap/bodywash, toilet paper.
Some other events through the end of the year:
· Country Breakfast – October 1
· Pecan Sale - November
· Thanksgiving Bake Sale - November
· Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes - November
· Providing for a family at Thanksgiving and Christmas
· As well a mission project and Blessing Box each month
More information will be in the bulletin concerning the Pecan Sale, Thanksgiving Bake Sale and Operation Christmas Child.
All fund raisers help fund our mission projects throughout the year.
We would love for any woman in the church to visit our meeting. Our main objective is to be a mission focused group who
love Jesus and to share his message “to do unto the least of these”.
Wishing you God’s Grace

MTP Men
Greetings from MTP Men. Thank you to all who came out and participated at our Skeet Shoot August 27th and a huge
thank you to Dick Jones for hosting the shoot at his five stand range. We had about 50 participants who shared a hot dog
meal and some friendly shooting competitions and of course a great time of fellowship. We started with a 22 match for
the younger group and the top three were Spencer Craven, Chloe Byerly and Marianna Hodges, great job guys. On the
five stand competition our top three were T. Gardner, Jim Craven and Michael Byerly, great shooting guys. On Sept. 11th
we had a regular business meeting and our guest speaker was Ryan Ross, the director of Open Door Ministries. We
voted to make a donation to Open Door Ministries and also to our FLC fund. Our next meeting will be Oct. 9th at 7am in
the banquet room. Stay tuned as we discussed having a Turkey Shoot in November which will be open to everyone.
Respectfully submitted, Greg Moore

MTP Connect
Wednesday mornings at 8am, instead of going to Bojangles to visit your friends n the morning, come to our Family Life
Center. We will offer a short devotional, coffee and snacks. After the devotion time, feel free to hangout with friends that
have gathered or you have invited and gossip in Christian love or if you're really motivated, you can get a few steps in
walking through or around the church.
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October Birthdays

1 - Paige Green

2 - Sandra Everhart, Ethan Howard, Paul Mays, Helen Terry
3 - Daniel Jarosz
4 - Katie Graeub, Liza McChesney, Ashley Nifong,
Sammie Jo Prior
5 - Kay Hunt

Attendance & Stewardship
August 28, 2022
8:30 Worship: 192
9:45 Worship: 296
11:00 Worship: 32
Total Weekend Worship: 520
Sunday Small Groups: 331
General Offering: $16,248.00
FLC Offering: $2,025.00

6 - Ray Shufelt
7 - Chris Craver, Kelly Peacock, Garrett Rich, Terrie Blevins,
Karen Bowen
9 - Rhys Cameron
11 - Emeline Rich, Sean Shively
13 - Fleming Shufelt
14 - Will Miller, Delyn Shively
15 - Alex Sprinkle
16 - Tony Hall
17 - Cameron Koontz, Clyde Motsinger
19 - Jill Hege, Julie Kennedy, Dot Russell, Kelley Cameron
20 - Chris Hagee
21 - James Murks
22 - Rick Cecil, Kristen Hammed
23 - Daniel Rich, Stan Bowen
25 - Pam Hall
26 - Audrey Koontz
28 - Allison Sink
29 - Wanda Cranford

September 4, 2022
8:30 Worship: 150
9:45 Worship: 214
11:00 Worship: 32
Total Weekend Worship: 396
Sunday Small Groups: 294
General Offering: $13,388.00
FLC Offering: $3,480.00
September 11, 2022
8:30 Worship: 174
9:45 Worship: 237
11:00 Worship: 51
Total Weekend Worship: 462
Sunday Small Groups: 317
General Offering: $13,934.00
FLC Offering: $1,050.00
September 18, 2022
8:30 Worship: 152
9:45 Worship: 314
11:00 Worship: 31
Total Weekend Worship: 497
Sunday Small Groups: 378
General Offering: $22,138.00
FLC Offering: $1,315.00

30 - Kailey Swaim
31 - Cooper Nifong, Ron White

Memorials & Donations
--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan and Honor of Tanner & Allyson Logan by Tina Grubbs
--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by JW & Julie Motsinger
--Given to the Family Life Center in Honor of Dick & Cherie Jones by MTP Men's Group
--Given to the Family Life Center in Honor of Dick & Cherie Jones by Dow & Beth Craver
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SERVING THE CHURCH IN OCTOBER 2022
Ushers:
October 2: Adam Buckner & Joe Hayworth
October 9: Greg Moore & Bryan Bray
October 16: Ronnie Russell & Gary Hilton
October 23: Gary Craven & Tim Starbuck
October 30: Joe Hayworth & Greg Moore
Greeters:
October 2:
October 9:
October 16:
October 23:
October 30:
Info Center:
October 2:
October 9:
October 16:
October 23:
October 30:

8:30AM
Doug & Gail Aderhold
Wendy Harper
Karen & Stan Bowen
Len & Terri Blevins
Stephanie Payne

9:45AM
John & Kathy Butt
Danny & Denise Roberts
The Shufelt Family
Chet & Lorrie Varner
Jeff Huntsman & Bo Sink

8:15 - 9:45AM
Jay & Stephanie Payne
Sharon Payne
Josh & Chelsea Kearns
Bill Baughn & Jane Mendenhall
Len & Terrie Blevins

11:00AM
Ester Skiff & Joanne Baughn
Greg Moore
Ronnie & Dot Russell
Nell Ferree, Doris Blair & Patsy Foxworth
Joe Hayworth

9:30 - 11:00AM
Adam & Sammie Jo Prior
Keith & Paula Knolmayer
Bo & Jescena Sink

FLC / Sanctuary Greeter: 8:15 - 9:45AM
October 2:
Gayle Mabe
October 9:
Jeff & Shelby Smith
October 16: Gail Aderhold
October 23:
October 30:

9:30 - 11:00AM
Danny & Denise Roberts
Lee Koontz
Peggy Shufelt
John Butt

Coffee Bar:
October 2:
October 9:
October 16:
October 23:
October 30:

9:30 - 11:00AM
Pam D. Hall
Casey Miller & Beth Meyer
David & Lauren Rathbone
Ashley Craven

8:15 - 9:45AM
Debra Casselbury
Ryan & Allison Martin
Kalyn Staton
Emily Campbell

Parking Lot: 8:15 - 9:45AM
October 2: Randy Wilhoit
October 9:
October 16:
October 23:
October 30:

9:30 - 11:00AM
Jeff & Rebecca Tussey

Youth & Kids: 9:15 - 10:00AM
October 2: Ellie Kiger & Peyton McDevitt
October 9: Brady Coons & Melody Murray
October 16: Holly Edwards & Maddie Wall
October 23: Cooper Clontz & Katelyn Brann
October 30:

Sign up online to join the hospitality team! - MtPleasant.Church/Volunteer

KIDS KLUB SERVERS - SEPTEMBER 2022
Nursery:
8:30AM
October 2: Macie & Bryce
October 9: Jescena & Allison Sink
October 16: Julie Motsinger & Jane Payne
October 23: Wendy Harper & Teresa Harden
October 30: Samantha Bruno

2 Year Old:
October 2: Cameron & Katie Koontz
October 9: Amy Johnson & Christian C.
October 16: Micah & Jessica Moore
October 23: Amy & Samuel Nifong

9:45AM
11:00AM
The Garlicks & Macie & Bryce
Tricia Anderson
Kim W., Pam H., Laura G., Caitlin
Jennifer Driggers
Maddie W., Emily C. & Beth M.
Courtney Lake
Allison Martin & Steve & Mitzi T.
Jeff & Shelby Smith
Kristi Burnette & Meggan Nobles Kailey Swaim

3 Year Old:
Melissa Swaney & Alura Trail
Megan W., Mae H. & Valerie N.
Tiffany W. & Tammy V.
Michael & Amber B.

4 Year Old:
Alex Phillips & Brandy Thomas
Josh & Chelsea Kearns
Janet & Spence Wood
Hyde's & Courtney B.

Kindergarten:
October 2: Misty Carr & Victoria McCrary
October 9: Jill Murphy & Brenda Flack
October 16: Leandra G. & Laura C.
October 23: Keith & Paula Knolmayer
October 30:

1st Grade:
Tiffany Brister
Leandra Glance
Tess Robertson & Whitney W.
Josh & Heather Beasley

3rd Grade:
October 2: Sidnee Bruner
October 9: Bob & Jeanette Beck
October 16: Misty Petree
October 23: Erica Martin
October 30:

4th Grade:
Jenny Hagee
Amy McDevitt
Jenny Hagee
Amy McDevitt

2nd Grade:
Eileen Sloan
Dianne Reid
Jane Mendenhall
Emily Sanders

Children's Church:
8:30AM:
October 2: Diana Payne
October 9: Christina Turner
October 16: Clay & Sara Fowler
October 23: Lisa Lane
October 30: Lisa Lane

11:00AM:
Josh & Chelsea Kearns & Trina Sprinkle
Cindy Buckner & David & Lauren Rathbone
Amy Johnson & Julie Butt
Mike & Kristin Hagee
Melissa Moser
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october Events
Tuesday's

Prayer Group Meeting

Tuesday's

Choir Practice

Wednesday's

Youth Breakfast & Devotion

Wednesday's

Family Night Meal & Bible Study

Thursday's

Pickleball

Friday's

Men's Bible Study

10 AM
6:45 PM
7 AM
5:30 - 7:30 PM
6 PM
6:15 AM

Saturday, October 1

Country Breakfast & Bazaar

7 - 11 AM | Breakfast served until 10

Sunday, October 2

HomeSchool Meeting

5 PM

Saturday, October 8

Singles Ministry trip to Jefferson

9 AM

Sunday, October 9

Celebration Sunday

Sunday, October 9

Kids Fun Day

Thursday, October 20

Coffee with Starbuck

Thursday, October 20

Feeding Oak Grove JV Football Team

3 PM

Friday, October 21

Feeding Oak Grove Varsity Football Team

3 PM

Saturday, October 22

Pickleball Tournament

Sunday, October 23

Administrative Council Meeting

Sunday, October 23

Kids Play Practice

Monday, October 24

MTP Women's Meeting

Sunday, October 30

Youth Bonfire

5 - 7:30 PM

Monday, October 31

Trunk or Treat

5:30 - 8 PM

10 AM

8 AM - 1 PM
3 PM

6:30 PM

STAFF
Rev. Chris Clontz
Senior Pastor
Chris@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-880-8847

Rev. Tim Starbuck
Pastoral Care Associate Pastor
Tim@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-929-7163

Donny Baldridge
Youth Pastor
Youth@MtPleasant.Church

Greg Moore
Facilities Manager
Facilities@MtPleasant.church

Jennifer Driggers
Director of Children’s Ministry
Kids@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-847-4618

Felecia Motsinger
Administrative Assistant
Office@MtPleasant.Church
336-475-6757

Sunday Morning Worship Opportunities: 8:30am | 9:45am | 11:00am
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