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Ephesians 5: 18-20 15 So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools, but like those who are wise. 16 Make the
most of every opportunity in these evil days. 17 Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants
you to do. 18 Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit,
19 singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your
hearts. 20 And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

DON'T MAKE THANKSGIVING A DAY
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The answer is the Holy Spirit. When we ask Jesus into our lives, we receive the Holy Spirit to be our
helper and our guide. And in the same breath that Paul encourages us to be thankful in all things,
he says to fill up on the Holy Spirit instead of turning to wine, or whatever else used to bring us joy,
because the Holy Spirit is far more valuable (Ephesians 5:18).

The Holy Spirit in us is what allows us to be thankful even when things aren’t going right, to have
peace when life feels chaotic, and to have hope when all seems hopeless. When we can’t think of
anything to be thankful for, the Holy Spirit reminds us that we can be thankful for Jesus, for the
forgiveness of sins, for a relationship with God, and for the promise of eternal life.

Many days, thankfulness does not come easily. Right now, most of us could rattle off a list of the
things wrong with ourselves and our lives. No matter how bad life seems, we have the ability to be
thankful. We don’t have to thank God for our problems, but we can thank Him for the strength
He’s building in us through them.  

Think about all the conversations you had yesterday. Were your conversations marked
by complaints or by gratitude?

Do you believe it’s really possible to be thankful in all circumstances? Why or why not?

What’s one thing you can thank Jesus for today?

Something to think about:

Learning to be thankful every day is not a new concept. It’s
an idea Jesus taught and a principle that Paul, the writer of
Ephesians, tried to pass on to Christians in Ephesus almost
2,000 years ago.
Paul was a Christian missionary who was imprisoned for his
faith. Yet in Ephesians 5:20, Paul encouraged the church to
give thanks to God for all things. How could Paul, of all
people, be thankful in every circumstance?

Thankful To Be A Part Of Mt. Pleasant!
Pastor Chris



Shepherds Staff
The elders have recently completed the staff evaluations and annual reviews. One thing remains, Mt Pleasant
Church is extremely blessed to have each of our staff. God has sent us upstanding, reliable, honorable,
spiritually gifted individuals to lead our church. We should all praise God for how He has provided and for the
love that each one of our staff has for our community. Thank you for your prayers and the support you provide
each person in their ministry at Mt Pleasant Church.

The elders and deacons met in late October to nominate individuals for our committees and chairpersons for
those committees. The immense amount of giftedness in our church is remarkable. God is so good.
In the coming weeks, the elders will be spending some intentional time together at our retreat. Our goal is to plan
for the future of Mt Pleasant Church. We intend to discuss and evaluate ministries, set expectations for how God
can use our church to further His Kingdom, and consider ways to increase Biblical knowledge within our
congregation.

In preparing for our retreat, a lesson from Mark 8:22-26 recently came into focus. This is the impactful story of
Jesus healing the blind man at Bethsaida. As Jesus and his disciples came into the village, a blind man reached
out to touch Jesus seeking his healing touch. Jesus then took the man outside of the village to talk and begin the
process of healing him of his blindness; a retreat of some sort, if you will. Why didn’t Jesus just heal the man
where he was rather than taking him off by himself? It seems that Jesus wanted the man’s full attention as he
opened his eyes to his new life.

We also see this “retreating” when Jesus would go off by himself at times. In Luke 22:41, Jesus went off by
himself to pray prior to being arrested. This happens throughout all four gospel accounts. Jesus’ solidarity gave
him the “retreat” he needed to lift up his disciples, his followers and all believers to God; just as he did in John
17. That is the goal of our retreat, seeking God in solidarity. Please pray for us as we do so, and know that you
are in our thoughts and prayers as we meet.

As you may know, this is also a very important time for our church in regard to preparing for 2023 and beyond.
We ask that you please be in prayer for the candidates that have been nominated for at-large members of the
admin council, elders, committee members, and committee chairpersons. Voting for admin council and elder
takes place on November 20th, along with the vote to approve the budget for next year.

Thank you for all your continued prayers as we navigate these important times in the life of Mt Pleasant Church.
Your prayers, love, and support are greatly appreciated.

MTP ELDER UPDATE | NOVEMBER 2022

 
Feel free to reach out to us in person, via email or phone.

Elder:                                                Email:                                              Cell Phone:
Vince Brown                                      bama14@northstate.net                  336-963-4692
Steve Cranford                                  secranford@gmail.com                   336-848-7645
Joe Hayworth                                    hayworthjc@gmail.com                   336-687-4514
Eric Hilton                                         ehilton@northstate.net                     336-880-4926
Kevin Logan                                      kllogan61@hotmail.com                  336-399-8482
Jay Payne                                         jpayne@jcgreenandsons.com         336-847-5889
Daniel Rich                                       daniel@tntrans.com                         336-688-4011
Bo Sink                                             bosink22@gmail.com                      404-218-7092
Jon Sloan                                         jonathans@cityofwsfire.org              336-848-2907
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In Deuteronomy 32 We are called to witness Moses last day on the earth. Moses decides to bid farewell
with a song. Some people call it a song of ascent that will take us on a whirlwind journey through
human history all the way to the End times. It is an epic Kingdom anthem, describing the patience,
discipline and confidence of our King; the distractibility of his chosen; and over-enthusiastic
judgmentalism of the Nations.

Moses sings a prophetic song to those who will listen. I wonder if our assignment will be to learn it, live
it, teach to our children and sing it in the courts of worship. Moses knows this is no ordinary song. He is
not just crooning.

What is the essence of Moses song? It is a summation, sung from Heaven’s perspective of humanities
entire season of influence on this planet. It is the chronicles of the past, the placing of context to the
present, and the revelation of the future for two distinct groups of human beings. In one corner are the
widely dispersed sons of Noah and in the other corner are the people called out by God.

The past, present, and future of these two groups will be narrated from heaven and will therefore help
us see what this little adventure has really been all about from the beginning, and how it therefore
must inevitably end.

We discover in the song, as go the covenant people of God, so goes all of humanity. There are, it turns
out, two crucibles that determine how well, or how badly things go for God’s people and creation.

The first crucible is how the Covenant people choose to relate to the Lord and respond to His calling
upon their lives. If, the people of God listen to the voice of the King, love Him with all their heart, with all
their soul, and with all their strength, obey/act on His covenant promises, and fulfill their assigned
purpose as a kingdom of priest, they will thrive and the earth will flourish and yield a bounty, and every
family on earth who wishes is offered the opportunity to share in the abundance.

BUT, on the other hand, if the People of God tune out and ignore the Kings voice and reject His
directions and invest their time, assets, energy, creativity and passions in forsaking God’s ways for the
perversions of the nations around them - the earth travails. Paranoia and greed, fear and hate, cruelty
and despair, start to control the narrative of all people and color their interactions. Nations, cultures,
and ethnicities turn on one another and start to implode with self-hatred. And ultimately, all the
families of the earth suffer or perceive themselves as victims looking around for someone to blame.

The first crucible always activates the second crucible. The second crucible is how the peoples of the
world choose to respond to God’s people. If the people of the earth respond favorable to Gods People
whether they are obedient to God or not, they will be blessed, their land is fruitful, they prosper they
maintain their sovereignty and borders, even if they maintain their pagan practices.

But, on the other hand, if they devalue, persecute, oppress or slander the people of God (whether they
are walking in Covenant as they should or not), those individuals, ethnicities, cultures and nations
begin to deteriorate. Their marriages and families disintegrate. Their economies struggle. Their
education and information systems turn into paranoid propaganda machines, turning their
populations into crazed mobs – easily manipulated by hatemongers, fearmongers, scandalmongers,
gossipers, offense-peddlers, race and class envy inciters, pseudo-science and conspiracy theorists,
perversion spreaders, and substance abusers.

The rest, as they say, is history. And it is all described in the song. Moses’ song is a song describing the
human condition on the one hand, and the Lord’s redemptive plan on the other. So it is with good
reason at the end of times we are told in Revelation 15 ‘from all the nations, tribes and tongues who
overcome will sing the song of Moses, the servant of God” (15:3). Let all with ears to hear the prophetic
voice of God give ear to this song. The heavens and the earth hear and understand Moses’ message
very well. Do you?

Pastor Tim
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YOUTH PARENT NEWSLETTER

WHAT'S HAPPENING
WINTER RETREAT
NOV 4-6

The best weekend of the year! A weekend of devotion times, music, group-building activities,
and small groups.

YOUTH BREAKFAST
2nd, 9th, 16th | 7 A

Wednesday mornings students from 5th-12th grade come together for breakfast & devotion.

FAMILY NIGHT
2nd, 9th | 5:30 - 7:30 P

Time to enjoy a meal and fellowship as a family before breaking into Bible Study.

YOUTH GROUP
13th, 20th | 5 - 7:30 P

Games, a shared meal, music, message, and engaging small group discussion time. 

TURKEY BOWL
19th | 10 AM - NOON

The Annual Flag Football game. All youth & parents are invited. (Pizza lunch at the end of the
game.)

THOMASVILLE LIVE NATIVITY
30th | 6:00 - 8:00 P

This Christmas you are invited to take an adventure back in time and experience the birth of
Jesus from a perspective you will not soon forget. 
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"Jesus replied: 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with
all your mind.' This is the greatest commandment."
Matthew 22:37-38

MEMORY VERSE
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COFFEE WITH STARBUCK - 4TH THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH

Join us for a time to connect with
other singles in our community. 

Tim@MtPleasant.Church



MTP Women
This is a busy time – remember to spend time with Jesus to stay grounded as we rush to get it all done.
Our group’s main focus is ministry, and some of our up coming plans are:

- Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
- Support for Murdoch Center
- Food to a family for Thanksgiving
- Collect Toiletries for Father’s Store House
- Prepare the Monthly Blessing Box

In December we will adopt a family and will provide food and gifts for the children.

The last day to order Pecans will be Sunday, October 30. The pecan order will arrive mid to late November.

There will be a Bake Sale where you can order bread, cakes, pies, etc. The items you order will be picked up at the
church between 3:00 – 5:00 pm on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving.

The next meeting will be November 28 at 6:30 pm and we will have a catered meal.
We welcome anyone who wishes to join us for a meeting.

MTP Men
Greetings from MTP Men. Happy Fall everybody, winter is almost here and there are a lot of great things happening here
at MTP. MTP Men is changing things up this year, there will not be a business meeting in November. 
We will be hosting a Turkey Shoot at the home of Dick Jones. This will take place on Saturday November 12th at 1pm
with BBQ lunch provided. This will be a fundraiser with proceeds going towards the new Children's Deptartment in the
basement of the FLC. Cost is $5 per shot, come on out for a great time of fellowship.
Respectfully submitted, Greg Moore

MTP Connect
Wednesday mornings at 8am, instead of going to Bojangles to visit your friends n the morning, come to our Family Life
Center. We will offer a short devotional, coffee and snacks. After the devotion time, feel free to hangout with friends that
have gathered or you have invited and gossip in Christian love or if you're really motivated, you can get a few steps in
walking through or around the church.
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Mission Committee
A Great Big Thank You to all the volunteers who made the River Landing Food Packing event a huge success! It would
not have been possible without YOU!!



November Birthdays
2 - Donna Smith

3 - Wendell Cecil

4 - Sarah Brown, Teresa Harden

5 - Christopher Fitzgerald, Allen McKinney

6 - Doug Callicut

8 - Mark Lane

10 - LuAnn Craven, Amy Sexton

11 - Mazie Nifong

12 - Clay Fowler, Brandi Zenker

16 - Dalton Gardner, Sara Fowler

17 - Daniel Craver, Wendy Harper, Melinda Miller

19 - Vince Brown, Scott Green, Avery Tucker

20 - Morgan Brown, Henry Baldridge

23 - Mason Owens

25 - Jacob Cecil, Phillip James, Sue Ellen McKinney

26 - Ellie Jarosz

29 - Mary Caroline Cridlebaugh, Chet Varner

30 - Nicole Swartz
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Hospitality Team Training & Info Meeting
Sunday, November 13 | 5pm

We invite all members of our Greeting Team, Hospitality
Team, Ushers and ANYONE who has a servants heart.
This meeting will give a couple updates to our current
Hospitality Team, as well as a quick training session.
Join Pastor Chris & Felecia and learn how you can be
"Here to Serve".

September 25, 2022
8:30 Worship: 150
9:45 Worship: 212
11:00 Worship: 31
Total Weekend Worship: 393
Sunday Small Groups: 292
General Offering: $9,558.00
FLC Offering: $600.00

October 2,  2022
8:30 Worship: 184
9:45 Worship: 292
11:00 Worship: 32
Total Weekend Worship: 508
Sunday Small Groups: 311
General Offering: $17,899.00
FLC Offering: $9,090.00

October 9, 2022
8:30 Worship: 164
9:45 Worship: 250
11:00 Worship: 28
Total Weekend Worship: 442
Sunday Small Groups: 178
General Offering: $12,815.00
FLC Offering: $1,867.00

October 16, 2022
8:30 Worship: 137
9:45 Worship: 236
11:00 Worship: 50
Total Weekend Worship: 427
Sunday Small Groups: 258
General Offering: $15,848.00
FLC Offering: $1,485.00

October 23, 2022
8:30 Worship: 175
9:45 Worship: 254
11:00 Worship: 38
Total Weekend Worship: 467
Sunday Small Groups: 269
General Offering: $9,529.00
FLC Offering: $1,225.00

Attendance & Stewardship



--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Steven & Ann Byerly

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Bertie Moore

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Mr. & Mrs. Rick Cornwell

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Judy Hatfield

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by David & Gail Sides

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan and Honor of Tanner & Allyson Logan by Peggy Wilson

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Ronnie & Dot Russell

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Ray Shufelt

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan and Honor of Tanner & Allyson Logan by Steven & Jan Lewis

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Robert & Teresa Harden

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Chris & Jenny Hagee

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Youth in Memory of Bill Logan by Jane Payne

--Given to the Family Life Center in Memory of Pat Fraley by Ray Shufelt

--Given to the Family Life Center in Memory of Pat Fraley by Marvin & Jeannette Blackburn

--Given to the Family Life Center in Memory of Pat Fraley by Sarah Stevens

--Given to the Family Life Center in Memory of Pat Fraley by Robert & Teresa Harden

--Given to the Family Life Center in Memory of Sidney Langston by Slick Yoemans

--Given to Mt. Pleasant Church in Memory of Mary Kennedy by Ashley Coons

Memorials & Donations
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Ushers:
November 6: Adam Buckner & Joe Hayworth
November 13: Greg Moore & Bryan Bray
November 20: Ronnie Russell & Gary Hilton
November 27: Gary Craven & Tim Starbuck

Greeters:       8:30AM                                               9:45AM                                           11:00AM                                                                     
November 6:    Doug & Gail Aderhold             John & Kathy Butt                     Ester Skiff & Joanne Baughn 
November 13:  Wendy Harper                            Danny & Denise Roberts        Greg Moore
November 20:  Karen & Stan Bowen               The Shufelt Family                    Ronnie & Dot Russell
November 27:  Len & Terri Blevins                   Chet & Lorrie Varner                Nell Ferree, Doris Blair & Patsy Foxworth

Info Center:           8:15 - 9:45AM                                                            9:30 - 11:00AM                                      
November 6:     Jay & Stephanie Payne                                     Adam & Sammie Jo Prior
November 13:   Sharon Payne                                                        Keith & Paula Knolmayer
November 20:   Josh & Chelsea Kearns                                      Bo & Jescena Sink
November 27:   Bill Baughn & Jane Mendenhall                   

FLC / Sanctuary Greeter:  8:15 - 9:45AM                                    9:30 - 11:00AM                                         
November 6:       Gayle Mabe                                                          Danny & Denise Roberts
November 13:    Jeff & Shelby Smith                                           Lee Koontz
November 20:    Gail Aderhold                                                       Peggy Shufelt
November 27:                                                                                       John Butt                                                                                       

Coffee Bar:         8:15 - 9:45AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00AM                                       
November 6:     Debra Casselbury                                                 Pam D. Hall
November 13:   Ryan & Allison Martin                                          Casey Miller & Beth Meyer
November 20:   Kalyn Staton                                                           David & Lauren Rathbone
November 27:   Emily Campbell                                                     Ashley Craven

Parking Lot:     8:15 - 9:45AM                                                               9:30 - 11:00AM                                       
November 6:    Randy Wilhoit                                                         Jeff & Rebecca Tussey
November 13:
November 20:
November 27:

Youth & Kids:  9:15 - 10:00AM
November 6:     Ellie Kiger & Peyton McDevitt
November 13:  Brady Coons & Melody Murray
November 20:  Holly Edwards & Maddie Wall
November 27:  Cooper Clontz & Katelyn Brann

SERVING THE CHURCH IN NOVEMBER 2022

Sign up online to join the hospitality team! - MtPleasant.Church/Volunteer



KIDS KLUB SERVERS - NOVEMBER 2022

Nursery:           8:30AM                                                         9:45AM                                                            11:00AM                                      
November 6:  Macie & Bryce                         Garlicks, Charla W., Macie & Bryce          Tricia Anderson
November 13: Jescena & Allison Sink       Kim W., Pam H., Laura G. & Caitlin           Jennifer Driggers
November 20: Julie M. & Jane P.                 Maddie W., Emily C. & Beth M.                   Courtney Lake
November 27: Wendy H. & Teresa H.         Allison M., The Turners                                 Jeff & Shelby Smith

                            2 Year Old:                                                    3 Year Old:                                                4 Year Old:                                      
November 6: Cameron & Katie Koontz        Melissa Swaney & Alura Trail                Brandy T., Alex P. & Kalyn S.
November 13: Amy Johnson & Christian   Megan, Morgan & Valerie                       The Kearns & Mae Holler
November 20: Micah & Jessica Moore        Tiffany W. & Tammy V.                             Janet & Spence Wood
November 27: Amy & Samuel Nifong           Michael & Amber Bridges                       Kalyn Staton & Courtney B.

                             Kindergarten:                                        1st Grade:                                                     2nd Grade:                                     
November 6: Misty Carr & Victoria M.           Tiffany Brister                                              Eileen Sloan
November 13: Jill Murphy & Brenda F.         Leandra Glance                                         Dianne Reid
November 20: Laura C. & Leandra G.            Tess R. & Whitney W.                              Jane Mendenhall
November 27: Keith & Paula Knolmayer      Josh & Heather Beasley                         Emily Sanders

                                3rd Grade:                                                4th Grade:                                
November 6: Sidnee Bruner                               Jenny Hagee
November 13: Bob & Jeanette Beck               Amy McDevitt
November 20: Misty Petree                                 Jenny Hagee
November 27: Erica Martin                                 Amy McDevitt

                                                     Children's Church:
                                   8:30AM:                                                              11:00AM:                                                      
November 6: Diana Payne                                     Josh & Chelsea Kearns & Trina Sprinkle
November 13: Christina Turner                           Cindy Buckner & The Rathbone's
November 20: Clay & Sara Fowler                      Amy Johnson & Julie Butt
November 27: Lisa Lane                                         Mike & Kristin Hagee
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STAFF

Wednesday, November 2
Friday, November 4 
Sunday, November 6
Sunday, November 6
Sunday, November 6
Sunday, November 6
Wednesday, November 9
Saturday, November 12
Sunday, November 13
Sunday, November 13
Saturday, November 19
Saturday, November 19
Sunday, November 20
Sunday, November 20
Sunday, November 20
Sunday, November 20
Monday, November 28

November Events
Tuesday's                                                                   Prayer Group Meeting                                                                                     10 AM    

Tuesday's                                                                   Choir Practice                                                                                                    6:45 PM

Wednesday's                                                            Youth Breakfast & Devotion                                                                            7 AM

Wednesday's                                                            MTP Connect                                                                                                           8 AM

Thursday's                                                                 Pickleball                                                                                                                     6 PM                

Friday's                                                                        Men's Bible Study                                                                                             6:15 AM

Rev. Chris Clontz
Senior Pastor
Chris@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-880-8847

Donny Baldridge
Youth Pastor
Youth@MtPleasant.Church

Jennifer Driggers
Director of Children’s Ministry
Kids@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-847-4618

Rev. Tim Starbuck
Pastoral Care Associate Pastor
Tim@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-929-7163

Greg Moore
Facilities Manager
Facilities@MtPleasant.church

Felecia Motsinger
Administrative Assistant
Office@MtPleasant.Church
336-475-6757

Sunday Morning Worship Opportunities: 8:30am | 9:45am | 11:00am

Family Night Meal & Bible Study
Youth Leave for Winter Retreat
Youth Return from Winter Retreat
Cantata Practice
Taco'bout Kids Ministry
CAST - Singles Ministry
Family Night Meal & Bible Study
Men's Turkey Shoot
Hospitality Team Info / Training Meeting
Kids Klub Bonfire
Women Offering Worship
Youth Turkey Bowl
Church Vote
Red Cross Blood Drive
Cantata Practice
CAST - Singles Ministry
MTP Women's Meeting

5:30 PM
6 PM

12:45 PM
4 PM
6 PM
6 PM

5:30 PM
1 PM
5 PM
6 PM

9:30 AM
10 AM

8:30 | 9:45 | 11 AM
11:30 AM

4 PM
6 PM

6:30 PM
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