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There are days and seasons of life when we can become discouraged, depressed and discontent. In those moments one
of the greatest mistakes we make is dwelling on what we perceive we lack, rather than expressing thankfulness for
what God has blessed us with.  

It is often easier to be thankful on Thanksgiving Day when we finally focus on all Christ has done for us. I want to
challenge you to take one minute each day to be reminded of the10 reasons below we have to overflow with
thankfulness and gratitude. 

6. Peace in any circumstance 

God does not promise that life will be easy, but He does

promise us peace (John 14:27). When we take our eyes off

our circumstances and focus on Him, He gives us peace.

7. A full life 
Jesus doesn’t want us to just endure life; He wants us to

enjoy life. John 10:10 says Jesus came so that we could

not only have life, but have it to the full.

8. The Bible
The Bible doesn’t just speak of things in the past; it

speaks to us today (Hebrews 4:12 and 2 Timothy 3:16).

Through the Bible, God instructs us, encourages us, and

guides us.

9. The church 

We don’t have to walk through life alone (Hebrews 10:24-

25). The church is a community of people doing the best

they can to follow Jesus’ example. In the church, we find

the encouragement to grow in love, accountability and

good deeds.

10. A reason to hope

We serve a God who is not only a promise maker, but also

a promise keeper (Numbers 23:19 and Romans 8:28). He

promises to work all things together for our good. There is

no greater hope than in a promise fulfiller who has

conquered death.

1. A Savior 
Jesus died for us (John 3:16). He paid the price for our sin so that

we didn’t have to. Jesus’ sacrifice is a beautiful example of how

much God loves each of us.

2. A fresh start 

Every day is a new day (Lamentations 3:22-23). We have

a God of grace whose mercies begin new every morning.

Our past doesn’t define our future.

3. A purpose 

If you’re reading this, God is not done with you

(Ephesians 2:10). He created you on purpose, with

purpose, and for a purpose. We are God’s handiwork,

uniquely designed to carry out His plans.

4. A beautiful world

God’s creativity is on display 24/7 (Nehemiah 9:6). How

many times do we walk through each day and never stop

to witness the beauty of God’s creation?

5. The ability to worship 

We have the freedom to worship Jesus every day of the

week (Psalm 100:4). It’s His breath in our lungs… so lets

sing out His praise. 

Through Jesus we have or have been given ...
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Let’s all commit to be reminded of these each day.

Learning to be more thankful, 
Pastor Chris

WHEN YOU START TO LACK THANKSGIVING
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Shepherds Staff
Greetings Mt. Pleasant Church from your elder team. As we enter the season of Thanksgiving, we should
always remember to express an attitude of gratitude throughout the entire year for all the blessings God
pours out for us daily. He is always faithful and has done so much in our lives. In fact, God’s blessings are so
abundant that one day or one season just doesn’t seem quite adequate. As followers of Christ, the act of
giving thanks shouldn’t be about being thankful for our earthly possessions, but rather a celebration of our
salvation that Jesus so freely gave to each one of us when he died on the cross. What greater gift than
eternal life with our Creator is there to be thankful for?

If you are new to Mt. Pleasant, our “Lunch with the Pastors” is an excellent opportunity to enjoy a delicious
meal and learn more about the church. It also provides an opportunity to meet the leadership of the church
and to ask any questions you may have before becoming a part of Mt. Pleasant.

For those that have chosen to take that next step in their faith journey, we get to celebrate that with them on
Celebration Sunday this month. It’s always an exciting time watching new members and new believers share
the love and joy of Christ on this special day.

November is also the month our youth take off to the mountains to unplug and disconnect for their annual
mountain retreat. It is a wonderful opportunity for our young adults to leave all the distractions behind and
grow closer to God, high up on a mountain, surrounded by His beautiful creation.

“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians‬ ‭5‬:‭18‬ ‭NLT‬‬



YOUTH GROUP | SUNDAYS 3 & 24 5 – 7:30P
'YOUTH GROUP' is our Sunday evening programming. Our students come together for a night filled with team-
building games, a delicious meal, high-energy music, a powerful message, and a small group discussion they
won’t want to miss! These nights are designed for everyone to invite someone!

YOUTH BREAKFAST | WEDNESDAYS 7:00A
Wednesday mornings, when Davidson County Schools have classes. Students 5th-12th grade enjoy breakfast &
devotion.

FAMILY NIGHT | WEDNESDAYS 5:30 – 7:30P
Family Night is a time to enjoy a meal and fellowship as a family before breaking off into bible study classes for
every age.

MOUNTAIN RETREAT | NOV 15 - 17
CONFIRMED! THE MOUNTAIN IS READY. We are head to the tops of the NC mountains in Laurel Springs for a
mission weekend to help rebuild the camp along with devotional times, music, and small group discussions.
REGISTER NOW ONLINE

TURKEY BOWL | SATURDAY 23 10:00A - 12:00P
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We know the holidays are upon us and this can be a busy season for you and your family. So let's get straight to
the point. Here's everything you need to know this week!

WHAT’S HAPPENING

https://mtpleasantchurch.snappages.site/form/a9b86322-308c-48a2-8ed9-8ddae9a50c78


Morning Time

As your teen starts their day, tell
them: "I'm so glad God made you."

Their Time

Spend some time together in God's creation- whether
that's in a park, a near by mountain, lake, a botanical
garden, or even a zoo. Sometimes seeing the beauty of
what God has made reminds us of how we are
wonderfully made, too.

Meal Time

At a meal this week, have everyone
answer this question as you sit
around the table: "What are some
unique and good ways God created
the person to your right?"

WHAT WE’RE TEACHING

ENGAGE IN EVERYDAY MOMENTS TOGETHER

Bed Time

Pray that you and your teen will realize that you
are more than you may believe about yourself.
You are God's creation, and that is amazing!

SERIES OVERVIEW:

Have you ever seen one of those random acts of kindness that tend to trend online? Maybe someone gives a
stranger an envelope full of cash or the keys to a free car. Maybe they pay off all their bills or cover their college
tuition. While these moments of "over the top" generosity can be inspiring, they're not things most of us will ever
be in a position to give away. But if we can't give away any brand new cars, what can we give that would make a
difference in the world? In this four-week series, we'll see what the book of 1 Thessalonians shows us about
loving others through what we can give. We'll discover how to make a big difference by being generous with our
time, being generous by sharing the good news, being generous by caring for each other, and being generous
with our encouragement.

YOUTH MEAL SERVERS
NOVEMBER: Jescena Sink, Ashley Coons, Ashli Huntsman, Kelly Kiger
DECEMBER: Jill Hege, Shirley Johnson, Teresa Harden, Cindy Buckner, Wendy Harperer

OVER THE TOP: 
A Series from 1 Thessalonians
on Generosity.



TRUNK OR TREAT

CHRISTMAS PLAY
PRACTICE

DINNER WITH SANTA

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
JESUS PARTY

CHRISTMAS PLAY

We can never thank Jennifer enough for how she has loved and poured into our children all these years! She has been a
priceless blessing as our Children's Director. What a gift she is! 
We know God is calling her and Joey to a new season, and thankfully, we still get to worship together and be a part of
each other's lives. She will still be loving on our kids and sharing that joyful smile, encouraging us all.
We look forward to seeing what God will do in their lives.
"The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed." (Proverbs 11:25)
Thank you, Jennifer! We love you!

Sharing the unfailing love of Jesus is happening in Kids’ Klub! I am so
grateful to be a part of the fun in this interim season. It is a blessing to
hear the children sing praises to God, engage in the Bible lessons, and
share their unique journey of growing in God. Each child and their family
are prayed for. How precious each one is to Jesus!

I want to give an extra big "thank you" to our team of incredible teachers
who faithfully love and share truth with the children. We look forward to
November, when we will focus with the children on being thankful that
"every good and perfect gift comes from God." (James 1:17) We will help
the children know that we can trust God; God's got it!

All for Jesus, 
BethAnn

 Stay in touch :
Kids@MtPleasant.Church

MtPleasant.Church/Kids

A note from BethAnn

 Looking ahead: 

November 3, 17 , 24 | 3 - 4pm
December 14 | 10am

STRAIGHT OUTTA BETHLEHEM
Sunday, December 15 | 9:45am

Wednesday, December 11

Thursday, October 31

Saturday, December 14

1 Peter 5:7-8

Joshua 1:9

Psalm 46:1

Galatians 6:9-10

Romans 12:21

Matthew 22:37-39

Self Control

Courage

Help from God

Opportunities to do Good

Overcome Evil

Love God and Others

6 Verses to Pray 
Over Your Kids



http://www.mtpleasant.church/homeschool


http://www.mtpleasant.church/homeschool


MTP Women's Group
The October meeting will be October 28 at 6:30 pm. At that meeting we will provide items for two Blessing Bags and our Mission
Project will be bags of candy for Trunk or Treat.

The Annual Pecan Sale - Orders will be taken during the month of October. There will be an order sheet in the lobby where you can
place orders. If you have questions contact Stephanie Payne. The cost of a 16 oz. bag of pecans will $11.00 and the turtles and
clusters will be $7.00. The pecans usually arrive at the church around Thanksgiving.

The November meeting will be November 25.

The December meeting schedule will be different. We will meet on December 16 instead of December 23.
Enjoy being out in the beautiful world God created this fall, as the temperatures cool and the trees turn to glorious fall colors.
You are always invited to come join us for a meeting. For more information contact Tammy Dyles, or the church office and Felecia
will get information to Tammy.

Evangelism Committee
Thank you Mt.P for your generous donations to help us provide Bibles & Devotionals for children, youth and adults during
our Trunk or Treat event! We look forward to boldly sharing the love of Jesus with our community!

Our Mt.Pleasant Christmas Blessing Tree will be arriving soon in the lobby. This is our time to help local families celebrate
Christmas and bless the children with gifts! 

Instructions will be included in the lobby - Please be sure to fill out the sign-out sheet if you take an Angel! 
Each child will have 3 Angels on the tree -- A, B, C. 
This year, we will be collecting the gifts unwrapped in a large bag with the Angel attached. This allows for the parents to
see what gifts the child is receiving in advance. 
Gifts are due to the church (unwrapped) by December 8th. 

The Evangelism Committee would like to thank you in advance for your help in sharing Christmas joy, and showering the
love of Jesus with children and families within our community. 💜

MTP Men's Group
Mark November 10 on your calendar for the men’s prayer breakfast. Great fellowship, awesome meal and a guest speaker.
Join us.
The men are preparing dinner for family night in November. Men come early and help.

MTP Singles Ministry
CAST - MTP Singles - will get together on Sunday, November 17 at 6pm for a chance to catch up, eat some snacks, enjoy
a devotion and discuss upcoming gatherings. 



Check out each of our Missionaries websites or reach out
to a member of the Mission Committee for a little more info!

Agape Royal Ministries - Abraham Thomas

www.Agaperoyalministries.org

Anhelo Missions - Mallorie Ramos

www.CMNetwork.org

Iron Kite International - Neil Broere

www.TheTableCalifornia.com

Mabe Family Missions - Ryan & Lena Mabe

www.MabeFamilyMissions.com

Pioneers Organization - Rachel & Luke 

www.Pioneers.Org

Mission Committee

If you missed Missions Sunday, here are ways you can get connected locally and support our missionaries abroad.

Human Trafficking Resource Center 
(formally Triad Ladder of Hope)
Giving Hope One step at a time, offers support to
those who have been trafficked in the triad, both labor
and sex trafficking.

Hillside Baptist Church Shoe Drive
Collecting shoes for school aged children in the area.

Cooperative Community Ministries Monthly Meals
Sign up with your family or small group to feed the
homeless, 2nd Thursday of each month (Jan- Nov)

Each One, Feed One Food Packing
Usually in October each year, we partner with
Riverside Landing Retirement community through The
Outreach Program to pack meals that will be
transported to several food pantries in the area.

Operation Christmas Child - Samaritan’s Purse 
Pack a shoebox for a child in need on the other side of
the world. 





November Birthdays Attendance & Stewardship

Memorials & Donations

2 - Donna Smith

3 - Wendell Cecil

4 - Sarah Brown, Teresa Harden

5 - Christopher Fitzgerald, Allen McKinney

8 - Mark Lane

10 - LuAnn Craven, Amy Sexton

11 - Mazie Nifong

12 - Brandi Zenker, Clay Fowler

16 - Dalton Gardner, Sara Fowler

17 - Daniel Craver, Wendy Harper, Melinda Miller

19 - Vince Brown, Scott Green, Avery Tucker

20 - Morgan Brown, Henry Baldridge

23 - Mason Owens

25 - Jacob Cecil, Phillip James, Sue Ellen McKinney

26 - Ellie Jarosz

29 - Mary Caroline Cridlebaugh, Chet Varner

30 - Nicole Swartz

September 29, 2024
8:30 Worship: 179
9:45 Worship: 355
11:00 Contemporary: 47
11:00 Worship: 24
Total Weekend Worship: 605
General Offering: $9,361.00
FLC Offering: $1,765.00

October 6, 2024
8:30 Worship: 173
9:45 Worship: 373
11:00 Contemporary: 65
11:00 Worship: 30
Total Weekend Worship: 641
General Offering: $25,701.91
FLC Offering: $3,235.00

October 13, 2024
8:30 Worship: 202
9:45 Worship: 385
11:00 Contemporary: 46
11:00 Worship: 17
Total Weekend Worship: 650
Small Groups: 312
General Offering: $90,601.00
FLC Offering: $1,135.00

October 20, 2024
8:30 Worship: 165
9:45 Worship: 308
11:00 Contemporary: 57
11:00 Worship: 20
Total Weekend Worship: 550
General Offering: $10,686.58
FLC Offering: $901.00

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in Memory of Phyllis Hilton by Pat Shelton

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in Memory of Willing Workers by Jo Ann Green

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Tom, Diane, TJ and Jessica Fleming

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Ricky and Beverly Parnell

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Ken and Marty Craven

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Jay and Debbie Craven

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Annie Hedgecock

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Steve and Jan Lewis

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by C & B Farms

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Jimmy and Luann Craven

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Kari and Paula Spinler

-- Given to Mt. Pleasant Cemetery Fund in memory of Gary Hilton by Reginald Shoaf



SERVING THE CHURCH IN NOVEMBER 2024

MtPleasant.Church/Volunteer

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

Adam Buckner & Joe Hayworth
Greg Moore & Bryan Bray
Ronnie Russell & Gary Hilton
Gary Craven & Tim Starbuck

Ushers:

Doug & Gail Aderhold
Wendy Harper
Stan & Karen Bowen
Len & Terrie Blevins

Greeters:             8:30 AM                                                                            9:45 AM                                                                    11:00 AM                                                     
John & Kathy Butt
Danny & Denise Roberts
The Shufelt Family
Chet & Lorrie Varner

Joanne Baughn & Ester Skiff
Greg Moore
Ronnie & Dot Russell
Doris & Patsy

Jay & Stephanie Payne
Sharon Payne
______________________________
Jane Mendenhall

Info Center:      8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                               10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                      
Adam & Sammie Jo Prior
Keith & Paula Knolmayer
Bo & Jescena Sink
Dianne Reid

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Gayle Mabe
Jeff & Shelby Smith
Gail Aderhold
Sandy Ellis

Danny & Denise Roberts
Lee Koontz
Andy & Tamara Plummer
John & Kathy Butt

Deb Casselbury
Ryan & Allison Martin
Deb Casselbury & Doug Edgerton
Emily Campbell

Pam D. Hall
Casey Miller & Beth Meyer
David & Laura Rathbone
Ashley Craven

                                                                    
Randy Wilhoit
                                                                     
                                                                     

Jeff & Rebecca Tussey
                                                               
                                                               
                                                               

Katelyn Brann & Brayden Varner
Peyton McDevitt & Cooper Clontz
Brady Coons & Allison Sink
Reagan Clontz & Ellie Kiger

Youth Greeters:               9:30 - 9:45 AM                                                     10:45 - 11 AM                                         

FLC/Sanctuary Greeter:  8:15 - 9:45 AM                                9:30 - 11:00 AM                                               10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

Coffee Bar:       8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                              10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

Parking Lot:       8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                              10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

Felecia Motsinger
Glenda Bodenheimer
Stan & Karen Bowen
Len & Terrie Blevins

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

MTPLEASANT.CHURCH/VOLUNTEER



KIDS KLUB SERVERS - NOVEMBER 2024

Nursery:
8:30 AM                                                     9:45 AM                                                          11:00 AM                                 

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

Beth Craver & Janie Penry
Jescena Sink & Katrina Darr
Julie Motsinger & Jane Payne
Wendy Harper & Teresa Harden

The Garlick’s & Charla Williams
Laura, Caitlin & Carrie
Emily, Rachel & Jamie
Allison, Mitzi & Casey

Tricia Anderson
Jennifer Driggers
Courtney Lake
Jennifer Driggers

1 Year Old:                                                   2 Year Old:                                                          3 Year Old:                                

Ashley J., Kimberly H. & Maddie W.
Amelia S., Erin T., Kim W. & Brittany S.
Macie, Bryce, Jaclyn A. & Samantha P.
Amy N., Megan W. & Abigail M.

Cameron & Katie K. & Jenna Wheeler
Cenda W., Kaylee B. & Bella D.
Micah, Jessica, Leah, Reagan & Allison
Beth C., Janie P. & Holly E.

Melissa Swaney & Alura T.
Mae H., Taylor H. & Valerie N.
Tiffany W. & Tammy V.
Michael & Amber Bridges

4 Year Old:                                                   Kindergarten:                                                1st Grade:                                    

Brittany James & Caroline James
Donna W., Holly E. & Allyson L.
Janet & Spence Wood & Zhoe D.
Chad & Courtney Fritts

Phil & Kathy Sloan & Melony Tice
Jill Murphy & Lucas & Mary Kate Brewer
Misty Carr & Victoria McCrary & Zhoe
Keith & Paula Knolmayer

Tiffany Brister
Leandra Glance
Tess Robertson & Alex Phillips
Josh & Heather Beasley

2nd Grade:                                                   3rd Grade:                                                       4th Grade:                                    

Eileen Sloan & Gabrielle Trull
Courtney Breeden
Jane Mendenhall
Christina Turner        

Sidnee Bruner
Bob & Jeanette Beck
______________________
Amy Phaup & Carrie Sharpe

Jenny Hagee
Amy McDevitt
Jenny Hagee
Amy McDevitt

Childrens Church:

8:30 AM                                                                               11:00 AM                                 

Diana Payne & Adriana & Bobby Cassell
Eric & Emily Campbell
Wes & Megan Payne
Lisa Lane

Leandra Glance, Jeff & Shelby Smith
Cindy Buckner & The Rathbone’s
Julie Butt
Mike & Kristin Hague

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

November 3:
November 10:
November 17:
November 24:

9:45 Sunday School:



SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 8:30AM | 9:45AM | 11:00AM

Men’s Bible Study

Kids Christmas Program Practice

Cantata Practice

Connection Group - trip to Mt. Airy

MTP Men’s Group Breakfast Meeting

Lunch with the Pastor

Men’s Bible Study

Youth Mountain Retreat

Women Offering Worship

Kids Christmas Program Practice

Cantata Practice

Singles Ministry - CAST

Coffee with Starbuck

Youth Turkey Bowl

Church Vote

Celebration Sunday

Kids Christmas Program Practice

Cantata Practice

MTP Women’s Meeting

Happy Thanksgiving

Connection Group - Journey to Bethlehem

Friday, November 1

Sunday, November 3

Sunday, November 3

Thursday, November 7

Sunday, November 10

Sunday, November 10

Friday, November 15

November 15 - November 17

Saturday, November 16

Sunday, November 17

Sunday, November 17

Sunday, November 17

Thursday, November 21

Saturday, November 23

Sunday, November 24

Sunday, November 24

Sunday, November 24

Sunday, November 24

Monday, November 25

Thursday, November 28

Friday, November 29

november events

5:30 AM

3 - 4 PM

4 - 5 PM

10:30 AM

7 AM

12 PM

5:30 AM

9:30 - 11 AM

3 - 4 PM

4 - 5 PM

6 PM

10 AM

10 AM - 12 PM

8:15 - 11:15 AM

8:30 | 9:45 | 11 AM

3 - 4 PM

4 - 5 PM

6:30 PM

STAFF
Rev. Chris Clontz
Senior Pastor
Chris@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-880-8847

Donny Baldridge
Youth Pastor
Youth@MtPleasant.Church

BethAnn Starbuck
Director of Children’s Ministry
Kids@MtPleasant.Church

Rev. Tim Starbuck
Pastoral Care Associate Pastor
Tim@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-929-7163

Lauren Rathbone
HomeSchool Co-Op Director
Homeschool@MtPleasant.Church

Greg Moore
Facilities Manager
Facilities@MtPleasant.church

Felecia Motsinger
Administrative Assistant
Office@MtPleasant.Church
336-475-6757

Tuesday’s
Tuesday’s
Tuesday’s
Tuesday’s 
Wednesday’s
Wednesday’s 
Thursday’s
Thursday’s

The Point - Homeschool Co-op Classes
Prayer Group Meeting
Choir Practice
Cantata Practice
Youth Breakfast & Devotion
Family Night Meal & Bible Study  (Nov. 6, 13, 20)
The Point - Homeschool Co-op Classes
Pickleball

8:30 - 11:45 AM
10 AM

6:45 PM
7:30 PM

7 AM
5:30 - 7:30 PM

8:30 - 11:45 AM
6 - 8 PM


