
Leaves are falling, the air is cooling and it is almost time for Thanksgiving Day. Think about that. We celebrate the day of
Thanksgiving. What if it was not just a day or season, but a lifestyle. What if I refused to be satisfied with being thankful for
a couple days and maybe for one meal? What are some reasons that thankfulness matters so much to God?

1. God wants it. 

“Give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus" (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

The Lord wants to be thanked for His goodness and sovereignty. Jesus wants to be thanked for taking our sin and making us
clean. The Spirit wants to be thanked for His guidance and comfort. God desires us to show gratitude and praise. He is
worthy and He deserves it.

On the other end of the spectrum, God is angered by our grumbling and complaints in the same way that He was angered
with the Israelites (Numbers 11:1-2).

2. Everything is from God.

“I always thank my God for you...for in him you have been enriched in every way—in all your speaking and in all your
knowledge…” (1 Corinthians 1:4-5).

There is not a single thing we own, nor a single thing about who we are that has not been given to us. From the tiniest detail
of our appearance to the house we live in, from each and every breath to our salvation. Even in our greatest offerings and
sacrifices, we can’t outgive God.

3. A lack of thanksgiving keeps us from moving forward. 

“I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites...” (Exodus 16:12)

After God led His people out of Egypt toward the Promised Land, they spent their time in the desert complaining. As a
result, their eyes were taken off the big picture, and they spent much more time in the desert than they should have. The
Promised Land was waiting, but their lack of thankfulness kept them from taking their next step into it.

Entitlement holds us back, but gratitude propels us forward into the life God designed for us.

4. Giving thanks changes our perspective.

When we are thankful in our prayers, our focus turns away from ourselves and to the goodness of God and all He has done
for us. Our hearts are stirred with joy. Our joy begins to overflow and the result is fruit — growing to be more like Jesus. 

Let’s make Thanksgiving a year long practice.

Pastor Chris

WHY IS THANKSGIVING A BIG DEAL?
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A Heart of Thanksgiving
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.” – Psalm 107:1

As Thanksgiving approaches, our thoughts often turn to family gatherings, special meals, and cherished traditions.
While these blessings are certainly worth celebrating, Scripture reminds us that thanksgiving is more than a season
or holiday. It is a way of life for those who know God.

Giving thanks is easy when life is going well. We readily praise God for answered prayers, good health, and
moments of joy. Yet true biblical gratitude goes deeper. It is rooted not in our circumstances, but in God's
unchanging character. His goodness, faithfulness, and love remain constant whether we are walking through a
season of abundance or a season of challenge.

Thanksgiving also has a way of transforming our hearts. When we intentionally count our blessings, we become
more aware of God's hand at work in our lives. Complaints give way to contentment. Worry gives way to trust.
Discouragement gives way to hope.

As we reflect on God's faithfulness this year at Mt. Pleasant, we have much to be thankful for. We praise God for the
numerous professions of faith we have witnessed, celebrating lives transformed by the gospel. We give thanks for
the Family Life Center Celebration and what it represents for Mt Pleasant now and for future generations. We are
also grateful for the growth and expansion of our ministries and outreach efforts as God continues to open doors for
us to serve our community and share the hope of Christ.

The Elders are especially thankful for you, our church family. Your faithfulness, generosity, and commitment to boldly
sharing your faith in our community and beyond are a constant encouragement. Through your service, prayers, and
willingness to point others to Christ, God is continuing to use Mt. Pleasant in powerful ways.

This season, take a moment to reflect on God's faithfulness throughout the year. Consider keeping a list of blessings,
both large and small. Thank Him for your salvation, His guidance, the love of family and friends, and the countless
ways He demonstrates His care each day.

May our thanksgiving extend beyond a single holiday and become a daily expression of worship. As we gather
around our tables this year, let us remember the greatest gift of all: God's grace through Jesus Christ. And may our
hearts echo the words of Psalm 107:1: “Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.”

Happy Thanksgiving,
The Mt. Pleasant Elders

NOVEMBER2026Shepherds Staff



WHAT’S HAPPENING
Here are a few things coming up in our ministry . . .

1 | FIELDS OF FAITH | 5 – 8P
Fields of Faith is an FCA-certified Youth Rally where high school and middle school students gather at
sport environments in their communities to challenge their peers to read the Bible daily and grow in
their relationship with Jesus Christ and His church. Youth will be dropped off at MTP, then bussed to
Oak Grove High School. After the event, they will return back to MTP for parent pick-up.

1,8,22 | YOUTH GROUP | 5 – 7:30P
‘YOUTH GROUP' is our Sunday evening programming. Our students come together for a night filled
with team-building games, a delicious meal, high-energy music, a powerful message, and a small
group discussion they won’t want to miss! These nights are designed for everyone to invite someone!

4,11,18 | FAMILY NIGHT | 5:30 – 7:30P
Join us for a Family Night—an evening of food, fellowship, and faith for all ages! We'll kick things off
with a delicious shared dinner, bringing our whole church community together at one table. Afterward,
dive into enriching Bible study classes tailored for every age group.

21 | YOUTH TURKEY BOWL | 10A - 12P
All youth & parents are invited to the 9th annual MTP Youth Turkey Bowl. Work up an appetite with
some Thanksgiving flag football. **Location TBD

Hey families! we are so excited for The Mountain Retreat! Before we get there, we wanted to
make sure you had all the most up-to-date information.

REGISTER ONLINE

https://subsplash.com/mtpleasantchurch/lb/ev/+v9snxyt


THE DETAILS

OWN IT: Retreat Series

SERIES OVERVIEW:

Splatter art is one of the most

unique ways of creating. In an artist's

hands, each splash of paint tells a

story of focus, intention, and

creativity. Once the artist finishes

their splatter painting, we get to see

something one-of-a-kind. It's like

that with our faith, too. 
Our experiences and the people we spend time with help us create unique works of art out of our faith,

but how do we shape the faith we dream about in our minds? And who can we trust to help us create it?

During this weekend, we'll explore how the right habits and community can help us, because God invites

us to own our faith, and true friends shape each other's faith.

WHAT TO KNOW:

• Friday, November 13, 5:30P: Student drop-off and dinner at MTP

• Sunday, November 15, 12:45P: Return to MTP

WHAT TO BRING

Bible

Water Bottle

Sleeping bag

Pillow

Soap, shampoo & conditioner

Toothbrush & toothpaste

Bath towel & washcloth

Comb or brush

Deodorant

Bible

Everyday clothes

Sweatshirt or jacket 

Tennis shoes

Pajamas

Underwear

Flashlight

Bible









follow us on FACEBOOK

 Spring semester planning is underway! Please see the flyer below for upcoming dates and share with friends
and family who may be interested in joining our community! Mt. Pleasant members will be able to register on
November 4, so stay tuned for a text and email for our registration link before it opens to the public. 

The elementary students have continued to learn about the armor of God during chapel time, and Pastor Chris
has been leading our middle and high schoolers during their bible study time. We are making sure as a
community that we are “armored up!” each day. Our teachers work hard to deliver quality instruction each
week, and it’s such a joy to walk into each classroom and see the learning taking place. 



We have participated in two very fun field trips, one to Lazy 5 Ranch and in October we visited the Alpha and
Omega corn maze.  Over 100 students and family members have been attending our monthly field trips!
Check out the pictures below! 

Our spring semester will begin on January 12 and run through May 4. Please be praying for our teachers and
students as we plan and create another spirit-filled semester at The Point!   

Our theme will be focused on Colossians 2: 6-7, Rooted in Christ.  



Our October meeting was October 26, and we provided a blessing box. Our Mission Project was providing food to Father’s Store House for the Thanksgiving
Food Boxes prepared to provide Thanksgiving meals.

Our Mission Project for the November 23 meeting will be items to give to Salem Pregnancy Center. We will provide two blessing bags.
The December meeting will be December 14 (the 3rd Monday). The meal will be covered dish, and we will play Dirty Santa. For the December Mission Project
we will adopt children from the Angel Tree.

Hope you are enjoying the crisp weather and the beginning of fall color.
We pray that our church will be a light in the community that will lead people to know Christ. We pray for discernment and God’s guidance in each of our
lives; knowing we are blessed to be a blessing.

You are always invited to join us for a meeting. In addition to our Mission Project, Blessing Bags, and other activities, it is a time of a good meal and
fellowship. For more information contact Cindy Buckner, Jane Mendenhall or the church office.

MTP Women's Group

MTP Men's Group
The Men’s cub met on October 11th with 25 present. Bo Sink was our speaker. He encouraged us after reading some scripture from John, that if God
calls us to do something we should do our best to do His will. We also gave each of us a Bible and challenged us to give the Bible to someone else.

After our program we discussed various items. Date for Wildlife banquet is March 13,2027. The first committee meeting will be held later in October.
Parts are on order for repairing gas cooker and it will be repaired when parts arrive. We stilll have plans to buy additional tables for the church.

Maybe you’ve heard about this funny little game being played in the FLC on Thursday nights. Or, you’ve seen it being played in your
neighborhood, or at the Wallburg Courts next to Cupcake Cuties. And you’ve wondered…what would it be like to play that game?
That game is called Pickleball, and now is your opportunity to learn and have fun playing!

Mt. Pleasant will be hosting a clinic for beginners on Sunday afternoon, November 15, at 2:00 pm in the
Family Life Center. The clinic will be limited to 12 participants, so please sign up by scanning the QR Code
and secure your spot!
Paddles will be provided if you do not have one. Please wear comfortable clothing and wear tennis shoes.
Ages 14 and above welcome. If you have any questions, please send them to this email address and we’ll get
back to you. office@mtpleasant.church

Pickleball @
BEGINNERS PICKLEBALL CLASS



Evangelism Committee

Everyone is invited to participate in the musical celebration of the Christmas Season! 
Regular Choir Practice will be Tuesdays 6:45-7:30 in the Sanctuary.
Please attend as many practices as possible. Contact Candace Grubbs with questions! (Chodgin488@aol.com 336-813-1945)

Thank you to all that supported our “Give A Kid a Bible” campaign. We were excited to be able to provide bibles, devotionals, and
other materials to all the participants that came out for our annual Trunk or Treat! It is always a fun event and gives us as a church
the opportunity to love on our community.

Our project for November and December will be focused on the
Blessing Tree. We are adopting 75 children again this year. We plan to
have the tree up and the angels ready in the lobby by Sunday,
November 15 . Please be in prayer for this project and how you can
help out. This is such an amazing and generous church, time and time
again you are there to contribute to the needs of others. We are
confident we will be successful again this year in meeting the needs
of these children and providing them a wonderful Christmas. Each
child will have 3-4 angels labeled with their needs and something they
would like for Christmas along with information about the child. It
doesn’t matter if you register to take 1 angel or 5 angels, you all have
an impact. In addition to the gifts all the children will be receiving
bibles. As with years past we ask that you register your angel(s) so
that all the children are accounted for and in case questions arise we
can contact you. This is a HUGE project and requires all hands on deck
to make it happen. The Evangelism committee simply could not take
this on without your help! Thank you in advance for your continued
support and helping us share the UNFAILING LOVE OF JESUS!!!!!!

th

Christmas Cantata
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 | 8:30 AM

Tuesday, October 6

Sunday, October 11

Tuesday, October 13

Tuesday, October 20

Sunday, October 25

Tuesday, October 27

Tuesday, November 3

Sunday, November 8

7:30 - 8:30 PM

7:30 - 8:30 PM

4:00 - 5:00 PM

No Practice

7:30 - 8:30 PM

6:45 - 8:00 PM in the FLC

9:00 - 10:30 AM in the FLC

Practice Schedule
Tuesday, November 10

Tuesday, November 17

Sunday, November 22

Tuesday, November 24

Tuesday, December 1

Tuesday, December 8

Saturday, December 12

7:30 - 8:30 PM

4:00 - 5:00 PM

7:30 - 8:30 PM

7:30 - 8:30 PM

4:00 - 5:00 PM

7:30 - 8:30 PM

7:30 - 8:30 PM

4:00 - 5:00 PM

mailto:CHodgin488@aol.com


Mission Committee
From Missions Committee Member, Rebecca Tussey — “Mt. Pleasant
sent 7 church members to Appalachia Service Project in Jonesville,
VA Oct 15-18th. Our team worked together to help an elderly lady
whose home was impacted by flooding from Hurricane Helene. Other
ASP groups had previously helped with replacing siding, windows,
flooring, and decking, while our group worked on drywall demo and
replacement in the master bedroom, which is currently
uninhabitable due to damage. We were able to complete the demo of
existing drywall and replace it with new drywall, and update the
electrical outlets as well. The homeowner was very appreciative of
the work, and we were able to pray for her, her family, and the
project as it progresses with future ASP groups.

Although none of our team had worked together previously, we
all brought unique skills to the table and were able to work
together and get a lot done in the two work days we had! God
knew what he was doing with our small but mighty team, and
the friendships we formed during this trip are truly a blessing.  

A BIG reminder — OCC boxes are due to the church lobby by Sunday, November 15th! 
Another OCC opportunity if interested — Len Blevins has graciously scheduled a tour of
the Boone facilities to include the OCC building at 10 o’clock . I have also scheduled a
tour of the North American Disaster Relief facility in N Wilkesboro. We would need to
depart the church at 7:30am. We could plan lunch between the tours. We do need a
head count prior to 11/15 of those who would attend. Please let Len Blevins know if
you are interested in attending! 

The Mission Committee plans to sponsor and coordinate future ASP trips, and looks forward to growing the interest and impact with ASP! If
you are interested in finding out more about Appalachia Service Project, please reach out to the Mission Committee for more info!” 

Testimonial from one of those attendees who is also on Missions Committee, Jimmy Ray: — “One of the things I’ve thought about often since
leaving Jonesville, that I wasn’t expecting, was the connection our group had. To my knowledge, only Rebecca and I knew one another prior to
this trip, but I could be mistaken. Personally, I’d never met any of the others. You go on a trip like this to help someone and actually receive
something far greater than you could ever give. With the laughs and stories we shared, I can’t help but think of our church body and how trips
like this, together, might help us do greater things individually and as a church family.” 



Attendance & Stewardship

2 - Donna Smith, Olivia Cameron

3 - Wendell Cecil

4 - Sarah Brown, Teresa Harden

5 - Christopher Fitzgerald, Allen McKinney

8 - Mark Lane

10 - LuAnn Craven, Amy Sexton

11 - Mazie Nifong

12 - Brandi Zenker, Clay Fowler

16 - Dalton Gardner, Sara Fowler

17 - Daniel Craver, Wendy Harper, Melinda Miller

19 - Vince Brown

20 - Morgan Brown, Henry Baldridge

23 - Mason Owens

25 - Jacob Cecil, Phillip James, Sue Ellen McKinney

26 - Ellie Jarosz

29 - Mary Caroline Cridlebaugh, Chet Varner

30 - Nicole Swartz

September 27, 2026
8:30 Worship: 192
9:45 Worship: 338
11:00  Worship: 32
Total Weekend Worship: 562
General Offering: $20,571.00
FLC Offering: $760.00

October 4, 2026
8:30 Worship: 171
9:45 Worship: 375
11:00 Worship: 35
Total Weekend Worship: 581
General Offering: $29,117.40

October 11, 2026
8:30 Worship: 143
9:45 Worship: 320
11:00 Contemporary Worship: 25
11:00 Traditional Worship: 16
Total Weekend Worship: 504
General Offering: $19,201.00

October 18, 2026
8:30 Worship: 177
9:45 Worship: 326
11:00 Contemporary Worship: 22
11:00 Traditional Worship: 16
Total Weekend Worship: 541
General Offering: $9,602.00
FLC Offering: $50.00

October 25, 2026
8:30 Worship: 183
9:45 Worship: 305
11:00 Worship: 34
Total Weekend Worship: 522
General Offering: $20,208.00
FLC Offering: $150.00To be added to the Birthday List email | Office@MtPleasant.Church

November

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12
11:00 AM

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12
11:00 AM

RSVP Online | MtPleasant.Church/Events

Enjoying lunch and fellowship at Childress Vineyards.

September Total Online Giving -  $41,306.78



MtPleasant.Church/Volunteer

SERVING THE CHURCH IN NOVEMBER 2026

November 1:
November 8:
November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

Adam Buckner & Joe Hayworth
Greg Moore & Bryan Bray
________________________
Gary Craven & Tim Starbuck

Ushers:

Doug & Gail Aderhold
Wendy Harper
Stan & Karen Bowen
Len & Terrie Blevins

Greeters:             8:30 AM                                                                            9:45 AM                                                                    11:00 AM                                                     
Wes & Emily Smith 
____________________
The Shufelt Family
Chet & Lorrie Varner

Joanne Baughn & Ester Skiff
Greg Moore
___________________
Doris & Patsy

Jay & Stephanie Payne
Sharon Payne
______________________________
Jane Mendenhall

Info Center:      8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                               10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                      
Adam & Sammie Jo Prior
Keith & Paula Knolmayer
Bo & Jescena Sink
Dianne Reid

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Gayle Mabe
Jeff & Shelby Smith
Gail Aderhold & Jeff Davis
____________________________

John & Kathy Butt
Lee Koontz
Andy & Tamara Plummer
Michael Kennedy

Deb Casselbury
Ryan & Allison Martin
Doug Edgerton
___________________________

Pam D. Hall & The Dunlap’s
Casey Miller & Beth Meyer
___________________________
___________________________

_______________________________
Randy Wilhoit                                                             
_______________________________
 _______________________________

Jeff & Rebecca Tussey
                                                               
John & Bridget Scarlett
 _____________________________                                                     

MTP Youth
MTP Youth
MTP Youth
MTP Youth
MTP Youth

Youth Greeters:               9:30 - 9:45 AM                                                     10:45 - 11 AM                                         

FLC/Sanctuary Greeter:  8:15 - 9:45 AM                                9:30 - 11:00 AM                                               10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

Coffee Bar:       8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                              10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

Parking Lot:       8:15 - 9:45 AM                                                             9:30 - 11:00 AM                                              10:30 AM - 12:00 PM                     

November 1:
November 8:
November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

November 1:
November 8:
November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

November 1:
November 8:
November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

November 1:
November 8:
November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

November 1:
November 8:
November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

November 1:
November 8:
November 15:
November 22:
November 29:

Volunteers Needed
____________________
Len & Terrie Blevins

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

Volunteers needed
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________

MTPLEASANT.CHURCH/VOLUNTEER

MTP Youth
MTP Youth
MTP Youth
MTP Youth
MTP Youth



STAFF
Rev. Chris Clontz
Senior Pastor
Chris@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-880-8847

Rev. Tim Starbuck
Pastoral Care Associate Pastor
Tim@MtPleasant.Church
Cell: 336-929-7163

Donny Baldridge
Youth Pastor
Youth@MtPleasant.Church

Cooper Clontz
Youth Assistant

Laura Cameron
Director of Children’s Ministry
Kids@MtPleasant.Church

HomeSchool Co-Op Director
Eileen Sloan
Co-op@MtPleasant.Church

Greg Moore
Facilities Manager
Facilities@MtPleasant.church

Felecia Motsinger
Office Manager
Office@MtPleasant.Church
336-475-6757

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS | MONDAY - THURSDAY | 8AM - 2PM

SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: 8:30AM | 9:45AM | 11:00AM

Celebration Sunday

Kids Play practice

Co-op Mom’s Mini Retreat

Kids Play practice

MTP Men’s Group Meeting

Cantata Practice

Ladies Bible Study

Connection Group 

Men’s Bible Study

Youth Mountain Retreat

Kids Play practice

Church Vote

Beginners Pickleball Class

Women Offering Worship

Kids Play practice

Cantata Practice

MTP Women’s Group Meeting

Men’s Bible Study

Kids Play practice

Sunday, November 1

Sunday, November 1

Thursday, November 5

Saturday, November 7

Sunday, November 8

Sunday, November 8

Monday, November 9

Thursday, November 12

Friday, November 13

November 13 -  November 15

Saturday, November 14

Sunday, November 15

Sunday, November 15

Saturday, November 21

Sunday, November 22

Sunday, November 22

Monday, November 23

Friday, November 27

Sunday, November 29

November events

8:30 | 9:45 | 11 AM

2 - 3 PM

9 - 10 AM

7 AM

4 - 5 PM

6 PM

11 AM

5:30 AM

9 - 10 M

8:15 AM - 11:15 AM

2 PM

9:30 - 11 AM

2 - 3 PM

4 - 5 PM

6:30 PM

5:30 AM

2 - 3 PM

Tuesday’s

Tuesday’s

Tuesday’s

Tuesday’s

Wednesday’s

Wednesday’s

Thursday’s

The Point Co-op

Prayer Group Meeting

Choir

Cantata Practice

Youth Breakfast

Family Night Meal & Bible Study

Pickleball

8:45 AM - 12:40 PM

10:00 AM

6:45 PM

7:30 PM

7:00 AM

5:30 - 7:30 PM

6:00 - 8:00 PM
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	______________________________
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	_____________________________
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	Wednesday’s
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	Youth Breakfast
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	Pickleball
	8:45 AM - 12:40 PM
	10:00 AM
	6:45 PM
	7:30 PM
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	5:30 - 7:30 PM
	6:00 - 8:00 PM
	Sunday, November 1
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